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1
UNINTERRUPTIBLE POWER SUPPLY
SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to and the benefit of the
non-provisional patent application No. BE 2014/0366 titled
“Uninterruptible Power Supply System”, filed in the Belgian
Office for Intellectual Property (OPRI) on May 16, 2014.
The specification of the above referenced patent application
is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

The invention relates to an uninterruptible power supply
system for use in high-power systems for organisations such
as hospitals or large administrations, databanks, high tech-
nology industries, etc., which cannot suffer any disturbance
to their electrical network without unacceptable damage.

In order to guarantee an uninterrupted power supply,
“dynamic uninterruptible power supply” (DUPS) systems
are frequently used. The DUPS systems generally comprise
at least two essential components: a kinetic energy accumu-
lator and a synchronous machine, where all the components
are assembled on a common frame.

One such minimal configuration, for example, is that
described in European Patent EP 1.533.884. This configu-
ration makes it possible to provide a power supply generally
in excess of 10 seconds, equivalent to the time required to
start up an electricity generator unit which is connected
electrically via a coupling device called a source inverter, to
ensure continuity of supply.

In some cases, a diesel motor can be associated by
providing a second shaft end to the kinetic energy accumu-
lator or to an alternator and a temporary coupling system, for
example, a clutch. In this latter configuration, the diesel
motor is intended to pick up the load before the available
energy in the kinetic energy accumulator has fully expended.

The systems described above must guarantee a very high
degree of reliability, as they are employed for users who
cannot suffer any disturbance to their electrical network.

The market for this type of dynamic uninterruptible power
supply is growing rapidly due to the increased number and
size of data centres and high technology industries. The
instability of big electrical networks, caused by the use of
alternative energies, is engendering a high demand for
high-power systems for increasing the reliability for hospi-
tals, large administrations, data centres, and high technology
industries.

There is therefore a need for DUPS systems of increas-
ingly large unit capacities, that allow the number of
machines required to be reduced, thereby rendering instal-
lations simpler and significantly more economic. The DUPS
systems described above are, however, limited in terms of
capacity and autonomy by the kinetic energy accumulator.
Kinetic energy accumulators are based on a concept
whereby substantial large-diameter masses are in rotation at
high speeds.

Because of this, the mechanical stresses induced in the
parts rotating at high speeds limit both the diameter and the
speed of rotation, in accordance with the law governing
centrifugal forces f=m-w>r. Another element to be consid-
ered is the total mass of the rotating part, which accumulates
energy according to the law E=14 J-W2. This mass has to be
supported by bearings and therefore the limits of the capaci-
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2

ties of the bearings supplied by the main manufacturers in
terms of load and service life are quickly reached.

In contrast, synchronous machines that are commonly and
commercially available can easily achieve higher capacities
than those of kinetic energy accumulators.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The dynamic uninterruptible power supply (DUPS) sys-
tem disclosed herein overcomes the aforementioned disad-
vantages by means of an arrangement that allows the unit
capacity of the DUPS system with a kinetic energy accu-
mulator to be doubled.

The DUPS system disclosed herein comprises a synchro-
nous machine with two shaft ends inserted between two
kinetic energy accumulators for doubling the capacity while
retaining only one DUPS system, as shafts of the machines
are rendered integral by means of couplings.

In the dynamic uninterruptible power supply system dis-
closed herein, an alternator is designed for twice the capacity
and thus delivers a machine with a unit capacity that is
double the capacity of the traditional machine described
above.

In an embodiment of the dynamic uninterruptible power
supply (DUPS) system, casings of the machine and the
kinetic energy accumulators are bolted together, such that
they form a single entity mounted on a common frame to
form a non-deformable whole structure. The advantage of
this rigid assembly on a frame is that the whole structure
thus formed is not affected by irregularities in the floor on
which the whole structure stands.

In an embodiment, the synchronous machine is equipped
with an autonomous connection system comprising an
inductor and two circuit breakers, where the first circuit
breaker is used to interrupt a connection between the syn-
chronous machine and an electrical network, and the second
circuit breaker is used to maintain a connection between the
synchronous machine and a critical load which has to be
supplied without interruption. A third circuit breaker or a
switch commonly called a “by-pass” is generally installed
between the input and output of the DUPS system to allow
the critical load to be supplied in the event of an outage of
the DUPS system. In addition to the power components
described above, the autonomous connection system also
incorporates all command, control, communication and
safety components.

The advantage of such an autonomous connection system
is that the synchronous machine can automatically uncouple
the electrical network as soon as the electrical network is no
longer supplying electrical current, whilst maintaining the
critical load supplied by the synchronous machine; the
critical load then draws its energy from the kinetic energy
accumulators. It is important, however, to ensure good
power distribution between both the kinetic energy accu-
mulators when they are in operation, to avoid a premature
discharge of one or the other kinetic energy accumulator. To
this end, the autonomous connection system exchanges and
corrects, in real time, the speed of the rotating masses of the
kinetic energy accumulators such that they remain identical.

In an embodiment, the DUPS system is equipped with a
source inverter which can switch between the electrical
network and an alternative source, for example, a diesel
motor generator which can provide a long lasting power
supply in the event that the electrical network is not restored
sufficiently quickly.

Dynamic uninterruptible power supply systems compris-
ing synchronous machines with two shaft ends inserted
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between two kinetic energy accumulators can be connected
in parallel to achieve greater capacities. The advantage of
this type of connectivity is that the power can be increased
without increasing either the masses or the diameters of the
rotating masses of the kinetic energy accumulators.

It is also possible to operate one or more dynamic
uninterruptible power supply systems of the type described
at medium voltage by means of one or more transformers
inserted between the synchronous machine(s) and/or its
autonomous connection systems.

In the DUPS system disclosed herein, the advantage is
that the number of transformers and connection systems is
halved because of the doubling of the capacity of the DUPS
system.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For greater clarity, some illustrative and non-restrictive
examples of embodiments of a dynamic uninterruptible
power supply (DUPS) system according to the invention are
described below, reference being made to the appended
drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 (prior art) represents a schematic sectional view
along the axis of rotation of a dynamic uninterruptible power
supply (DUPS) system according to the state of the art;

FIG. 2 (prior art) represents a sectional view along the
longitudinal axis of rotation of a power supply system with
a diesel motor coupled to a synchronous machine according
to the state of the art;

FIG. 3 represents a sectional view along the longitudinal
axis of rotation of a dynamic uninterruptible power supply
system according to the invention.

FIG. 4 represents an embodiment where the dynamic
uninterruptible power supply system shown in FIG. 3 is
fixed to a frame and connected to an electrical network and
to a load by means of an autonomous connection system;

FIG. 5 represents an embodiment where the dynamic
uninterruptible power supply system shown in FIG. 4 is
equipped with a source inverter;

FIG. 6 represents an embodiment where the dynamic
uninterruptible power supply system shown in FIG. 4 is
equipped with an additional transformer;

FIG. 7 represents two dynamic uninterruptible power
supply systems according to the invention shown in FIG. 6,
connected in parallel.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

In FIG. 1 (prior art), a schematic sectional view is
represented along the longitudinal axis of a dynamic unin-
terruptible power supply (DUPS) system 1 according to the
state of the art, the longitudinal axis also being the common
axis of rotation 2 which links a synchronous machine 3 to a
kinetic energy accumulator 4, provided with a rotating mass
5. The synchronous machine 3 comprising a rotor 6 and a
stator 7 is connected to an inductor 8. The inductor 8 is
connected to circuit breakers 9, 9', which act to interrupt a
connection of the synchronous machine 3 to an electrical
source and to a critical load. A source inverter 10 selects the
electrical source from between the electrical network 11 and
an alternative source, for example, an electricity generator
unit 12 such as a diesel motor generator, using two circuit
breakers 13, 14. A circuit breaker 15 provides a means of
connecting the electrical network 11 directly to the critical
load in the event of non-availability of the DUPS system 1.
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FIG. 2 (prior art) shows a longitudinal sectional view of
a dynamic uninterruptible power supply (DUPS) system 16
according to the state of the art, equipped with a diesel motor
16'. The diesel motor 16' is an alternative power source
coupled temporarily to the synchronous machine 3 by means
of, for example, a clutch 17 at a second shaft 2'.

FIG. 3 shows a longitudinal sectional view of a dynamic
uninterruptible power supply (DUPS) system 18 according
to the invention. The DUPS system 18 comprises a synchro-
nous machine 3 whose rotational axis 2-2' is linked to a first
kinetic energy accumulator 4 and to a second kinetic energy
accumulator 19, both equipped with a rotating mass 5.

FIG. 4 shows an embodiment where the dynamic unin-
terruptible power supply (DUPS) system 18 shown in FIG.
3 is fixed to a frame 20 and connected to an electrical
network 11 and to a load 21 by means of an autonomous
connection system 8, 9, 9'. The DUPS system 18 is con-
nected via an inductor 8 coupled to a circuit breaker 9. The
circuit breaker 9 is configured to interrupt a connection of
the synchronous machine 3 to the electrical network 11. The
DUPS system 18 is also connected to a second circuit
breaker 9' which supplies the critical load 21 either via the
electrical network 11 or via the synchronous machine 3 of
the DUPS system 18. The whole assembly is also equipped
with a circuit breaker or switch 15 which makes it possible
to continue to supply the critical loads via the electrical
network 11 when the DUPS system 18 is not available.

FIG. 5 shows an embodiment where the dynamic unin-
terruptible power supply (DUPS) system 18 shown in FIG.
4 is equipped with a source inverter 10. The source inverter
10 selects an electricity source from between the electrical
network 11 and an alternative source, for example, an
electricity generator unit 12 such as a diesel motor generator,
by means of two circuit breakers 13, 14.

FIG. 6 shows an embodiment where the dynamic unin-
terruptible power supply (DUPS) system 18 shown in FIG.
4 is equipped with a voltage boosting transformer 22
inserted between the synchronous machine 3 and its autono-
mous connection system 8, 9, 9'.

FIG. 7 shows two dynamic uninterruptible power supply
(DUPS) systems 18, 18' according to the invention shown in
FIG. 6, connected in parallel. The DUPS systems 18, 18' are
equipped with transformers 22, 22' connected in parallel to
produce greater capacities. The DUPS systems 18, 18' . . .
are all linked to the required critical load 21 and are also all
linked to one or more sources of electricity, that is, the
electrical networks 11, 11'. . .

The operation of the dynamic uninterruptible power sup-
ply (DUPS) system 18 according to the invention is simple
and can be described as follows with reference to FIG. 5.

When the electrical network 11 provides a stable power
supply for a critical load 21, for example, in a hospital, a
computer centre, critical data banks, a high technology
industry, etc., there is no intervention by the DUPS system
18 according to the invention; the DUPS system 18 ensures
that, at all times, the rotating masses 5 in the two kinetic
energy accumulators 4, 19 exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 3,
rotate at a speed such that sufficient energy is available in the
event of an emergency.

When the electrical network 11 is down, the connection
between the electrical network 11 and the critical load 21 is
automatically interrupted by the autonomous connection
system 8, 9, 9' of the synchronous machine 3 by opening the
circuit breaker 9. Since the circuit breaker 9' is closed, the
synchronous machine 3 spontaneously supplies the critical
load 21 by drawing its energy from the two rotating masses
5 of the kinetic energy accumulators 4, 19.
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If the disruption is too long, the DUPS system 18 auto-
matically starts up the electricity generator unit 12 by, for
example, activating a diesel motor which, once at speed, can
replace the electrical network 11 to supply the critical load
21. The autonomous connection system 8, 9, 9' now closes
the circuit breaker 14 of the source inverter 10 and closes the
circuit breaker 9 such that the electricity generator unit 12
can now supply the critical load 21 without interruption via
the autonomous connection system 8, 9, 9', until the elec-
trical network 11 is restored.

Once the electrical network 11 has been re-established,
the circuit breaker 13 is automatically closed while the
circuit breaker 14 is open, to re-establish supply of the
critical load 21 by the electrical network 11 via the autono-
mous connection system 8, 9, 9'; the electricity generator
unit 12 can then be switched off.

The autonomous connection system 8, 9, 9' of the DUPS
system 18 provides the necessary power supply from the
electricity generator unit 12 to the kinetic energy accumu-
lators 4, 19, to recharge the kinetic energy accumulators 4,
19 in order for the power supply to be available in the event
of another failure of the public electrical network 11.

If the DUPS system 18 exemplarily illustrated in FIG. 7,
with two kinetic energy accumulators 4, 19 has insufficient
power to protect the critical load 21, it is possible to connect
two or more of these DUPS systems 18, 18' in parallel, such
that the power delivered at the critical load 21 can be
adapted to demand.

The invention is not limited to installations described in
the examples above and the figures, but it is evident that
numerous modifications can be made to the dynamic unin-
terruptible power supply systems 18, 18' without departing
from the scope of the invention as defined in the following
claims.

We claim:

1. A dynamic uninterruptible power supply system, com-
prising:

a synchronous machine with two shaft ends inserted
between two kinetic energy accumulators for doubling
unit capacity, said kinetic energy accumulators each
comprising a rotating mass, said synchronous machine
further comprising:
an autonomous connection system for exchanging and

correcting, in real time, speed of rotation of the
rotating masses of the two kinetic energy accumu-
lators.
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2. The dynamic uninterruptible power supply system of
claim 1, further comprising couplings configured to create a
link between shafts of said two kinetic energy accumulators
and said synchronous machine.

3. The dynamic uninterruptible power supply system of
claim 1, wherein a casing of said synchronous machine is
attached at two ends to casings of said two kinetic energy
accumulators, and wherein said casings of said two kinetic
energy accumulators are mounted on a common frame.

4. The dynamic uninterruptible power supply system of
claim 1, wherein said autonomous connection system com-
prises an inductor and two circuit breakers, wherein a first of
said two circuit breakers is configured to interrupt a con-
nection of said synchronous machine with an electrical
network, and wherein a second of said two circuit breakers
is configured to maintain a connection between said syn-
chronous machine and a critical load to be supplied without
interruption.

5. The dynamic uninterruptible power supply system of
claim 4, wherein the autonomous connection system
exchanges and corrects the speeds of the rotating masses of
the two kinetic energy accumulators whenever there is a
reduction in speed of any of the rotating masses, and
wherein the autonomous connection system brings back the
rotating masses of the two kinetic energy accumulators to an
identical speed to suitably maintain power distribution
between the two kinetic energy accumulators for avoiding
premature discharge of either of the two kinetic energy
accumulators.

6. The dynamic uninterruptible power supply system of
claim 4, further comprising a source inverter configured to
switch between said electrical network and a diesel motor
generator unit to provide dynamic power with no long
lasting interruption.

7. The dynamic uninterruptible power supply system of
claim 4, further comprising a voltage boosting transformer
inserted between said synchronous machine and said
autonomous connection system.

8. The dynamic uninterruptible power supply system of
claim 1 connected in parallel to another one or more
dynamic uninterruptible power supply systems to achieve
greater capacities.



